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WIRELESS COMMUNICATION UNIT,
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT AND METHOD
THEREFOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional
application No. 61/601,964, filed on Feb. 22, 2012, and U.S.
provisional application No. 61/730,841, filed on Nov. 28,
2012. The entire contents of the related applications are incor-
porated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The field of this invention relates generally to radio fre-
quency (RF) modules for wireless communication units and
more particularly to RF transceiver front end modules
capable of supporting self-calibration.

Wireless communication units, e.g. portable radios, tele-
phones, etc., conventionally supported operation in a single
radio frequency (RF) band, ie. the operational band
employed by the communication system. However, due to the
rapid growth of mobile communications, there has been a
comparable increase in the amount of spectrum that is
required to support the various radio frequency standards,
systems and services that are now available to mobile users.
Consequently, as radio frequency (RF) communication sys-
tems have evolved, there has been a recent trend for mobile
communication devices to support communications in a plu-
rality of RF bands, for example to support communications
across a plurality of communication standards or geographi-
cal regions. Currently, a typical transceiver adapted to support
communication within, for example, a Universal Mobile
Telecommunications System (UMTS) may be required to
support more than ten distinct frequency bands.

FIG. 1 illustrates a simple block diagram of a typical
mobile (wireless) communication unit (sometimes referred to
as a mobile subscriber unit (MS) in the context of cellular
communications or a user equipment (UE) in terms of a 3’7
generation partnership project (3GPP™) communication
system). The wireless communication unit 100 contains an
antenna 102 preferably coupled to a duplex filter or antenna
switch 104 that provides isolation between receive and trans-
mit chains within the wireless communication unit 100.

The receiver chain, as known in the art, includes receiver
front-end circuitry 106 (eftectively providing reception, fil-
tering and intermediate or base-band frequency conversion).
The receiver front-end circuitry 106 is serially coupled to a
signal processing function 108. A controller 114 is also
coupled to the receiver front-end circuitry 106 and the signal
processing function 108 (generally realised by a digital signal
processor (DSP)). The controller 114 is also coupled to a
memory device 116 that selectively stores operating regimes,
such as decoding/encoding functions, synchronisation pat-
terns, code sequences, and the like.

As regards the transmit chain, this essentially includes
transmitter/modulation circuitry 122 and a power amplifier
124 that is operably coupled to the antenna 102. The trans-
mitter/modulation circuitry 122 and the power amplifier (PA)
124 are operationally responsive to the controller 114. A
coupler 110 is located between the PA 124 and the antenna
switch 104 and arranged to couple off a portion of the signal
being transmitted to a feedback path and thereafter to base-
band processing circuitry to enable the transmit signal to be
optimised to the prevailing conditions of the wireless com-
munications unit and/or the prevalent radio conditions, e.g.
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2

optimising a power control of the transmitted signal based on
the vicinity of a receiving communication unit.

However, the cost of supporting a wide frequency range
covering many frequency bands or communication standards
in such a wireless communication unit is that many parallel
transceiver circuits are required to fit within the wireless
communication unit and/or one or more of the parallel trans-
ceiver circuits needs to be tuneable to operate across multiple
frequency ranges. A number of adverse effects follow from
either of these solutions within the wireless communication
unit, including requiring higher quality of RF components
that consume either significant amounts of silicon area or
module board area. Furthermore, these solutions also
increase design complexity in order to meet performance
requirements simultaneously over all the supported fre-
quency bands.

Thus, a need exists for an improved architecture and
method of operation therefor that supports multiple fre-
quency ranges and/or multiple communication standards.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, the invention seeks to mitigate, alleviate or
eliminate one or more of the above mentioned disadvantages
singly or in any combination. Aspects of the invention pro-
vide a wireless communication unit, an integrated circuit, and
a method therefor as described in the appended claims.

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a wireless communication unit comprising a trans-
ceiver, at least one antenna port operably coupled to the
transceiver via at least one antenna switch, a radio frequency
part of the transceiver that comprises at least one tuneable
radio frequency (RF) component, and a test signal generator
for generating an RF test signal for calibration. The radio
frequency part comprises a coupler located between the at
least one tuneable RF component and the at least one antenna
switch for coupling the RF test signal to the radio frequency
part for calibration.

Thus, in one example embodiment, a transceiver is capable
of calibrating itself by generating an RF test signal that is
routed through one or more tuneable RF components but
avoids passing through the antenna switch.

According to an optional feature, a signal processor may be
operably coupled to a receiver such that the signal processor
is arranged to receive the RF test signal output from the at
least one tuneable RF component and adjust the at least one
tuneable RF component in response thereto. In this manner,
the signal processor may be able to selectively adjust one or
more tuneable RF component dependent upon its influence
on the RF test signal that is passed therethrough.

According to an optional feature, the signal processor may
be arranged to determine a performance characteristic of the
at least one tuneable RF component based on the received RF
test signal, compare the determined response signal with a
stored performance characteristic and adjust the at least one
tuneable RF component in response thereto. In this manner,
the signal processor may be able to fine-tune a performance
characteristic over multiple iterations in order to approach a
(stored) ideal performance characteristic.

According to an optional feature, the at least one antenna
switch may comprise at least one of: at least one single-pole
multiple-throw antenna switch, a multiple-throw multiple-
pole antenna switch.

According to an optional feature, the coupler may com-
prise a radio frequency coupling component, such as at least
one further antenna switch or at least one capacitive element
or a directional coupler.
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According to an optional feature, the transceiver may com-
prise a plurality of transmit and/or receive paths, where each
path comprises at least one tuneable RF component. In this
manner, examples of the invention may be employed in multi-
band wireless communication units whereby each receiver
operational in each band may be self-calibrated.

According to an optional feature, the at least one tuneable
RF component may comprise at least one from a group com-
prising: a tuneable RF filter, a tuneable RF amplifier. In this
manner, the performance characteristics of one or more from
aplurality of tuneable RF components can be determined and
adjusted for.

According to an optional feature, the at least one antenna
port may comprise a first antenna port for coupling to a
transmit antenna and a second antenna port for coupling to a
receive antenna. In this manner, the wireless communication
unit may support separate antennas for transmit and receive
operation, thereby assisting in the selection of specific receive
paths to be self-calibrated.

According to an optional feature, the antenna switch may
comprise a single-pole multiple-throw antenna switch. In one
example, the at least one single-pole multiple-throw antenna
switch may comprise at least one further single-pole mul-
tiple-throw antenna switch arranged in parallel with the at
least one single-pole multiple-throw antenna switch.

According to an optional feature, the wireless communi-
cation unit may comprise a signal processor operably coupled
to a transmitter part, wherein the signal processor may be
arranged to receive the RF test signal input to or output from
the at least one antenna switch and adjust the at least one RF
tuneable component in response thereto.

According to a second aspect of the invention, there is
provided an integrated circuit comprising a front end module
having at least one antenna port operably coupled to a trans-
ceiver via at least one antenna switch. The integrated circuit
comprises a radio frequency part of the transceiver that com-
prises at least one tuneable radio frequency (RF) component;
an input port operably coupled to a test signal generator for
receiving a generated RF test signal for calibration, wherein
the radio frequency part comprises a coupler located between
the at least one tuneable RF component and the at least one
antenna switch for coupling the RF test signal to the radio
frequency part for calibration.

According to a third aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a method of calibrating a transceiver comprising at least
one tuneable radio frequency (RF) component and at least one
antenna port operably coupled to at least one antenna switch
via a transmit path or receive path. The method comprises
generating a RF test signal for calibration; coupling the RF
test signal into a location in the transmit path or receive path
between the at least one tuneable RF component and the at
least one antenna switch; processing the RF test signal after
passing through the at least one tuneable RF component; and
performing calibration on the processed signal.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, a wireless
communication unit comprises: a signal generator for gener-
ating an RF transmit signal for calibration; a transmitter that
comprises a plurality of tuneable radio frequency (RF) com-
ponents operably coupled to the signal generator; at least one
multiple throw multiple pole antenna switch for receiving the
RF transmit signal passed through one of the plurality of
tuneable RF components at an input port; at least one antenna
port operably coupled to the transmitter via the at least one
first output port of the multiple throw multiple pole antenna
switch; and a signal processor operably coupled to the trans-
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mitter via at least one second output port of the multiple throw
multiple pole antenna switch for receiving and processing the
RF transmit signal.

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent
from, and elucidated with reference to, the embodiments
described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further details, aspects and embodiments of the invention
will be described, by way of example only, with reference to
the drawings. Elements in the figures are illustrated for sim-
plicity and clarity and have not necessarily been drawn to
scale. Like reference numerals have been included in the
respective drawings to ease understanding.

FIG. 1 illustrates a known wireless communication unit
architecture.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a wireless communication
unit adapted to support example embodiments of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a transceiver architecture
of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 illustrates one example of an antenna switch imple-
mentation for a receiver architecture of the wireless commu-
nication unit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 illustrates a further example of an antenna switch
implementation for a receiver architecture of the wireless
communication unit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example flowchart of a method of
tuning a tuneable component.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a transmitter architecture
of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2 that supports
power detection, according to examples of the invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a further example of a transmitter archi-
tecture of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2 that
supports power detection, according to examples of the
invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a yet further example of a transmitter
architecture of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2 that
supports power detection, according to examples of the
invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a still yet further example of a transmit-
ter architecture of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2
that supports power detection, according to examples of the
invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a still yet further example of a transmit-
ter architecture of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2
that supports power detection, according to examples of the
invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates a still yet further example of a transmit-
ter architecture of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2
that supports power detection, according to examples of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples of the invention will be described in terms of a
wireless communication unit, such as a user equipment, that
comprises at least a transceiver having an antenna port that is
operably coupled to an antenna. However, it will be appreci-
ated by a skilled artisan that the inventive concept herein
described may be embodied in any type of wireless commu-
nication unit comprising a transceiver, such as a base station.

Furthermore, examples of the invention describe a wireless
communication unit comprising a transceiver; at least one
antenna port operably coupled to the transceiver via at least
one antenna switch; a radio frequency part of the transceiver
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that comprises at least one tuneable radio frequency (RF)
component; and a test signal generator for generating an RF
test signal for calibration. The radio frequency part comprises
a coupler located between the at least one tuneable RF com-
ponent and the at least one antenna switch for coupling the RF
test signal to the radio frequency part for calibration.

Inareceive context, a signal processor, operably coupled to
a receiver of the radio frequency part, is arranged to receive
the RF test signal output from the at least one RF tuneable
component and adjust the at least one RF tuneable component
(e.g. a receiver component) in response thereto.

In a transmit context, a signal processor (for example con-
figured as a power detector or secondary receiver), operably
coupled to a transmitter of the radio frequency part, is
arranged to receive a RF test signal via the at least one RF
tuneable component and either couple off the RF test signal
input to, or output from, the at least one antenna switch and
determine at least one characteristic of the RF test signal. In
response thereto, the signal processor may adjust the at least
one RF tuneable component (e.g. a transmitter component).

Referring first to FIG. 2, a block diagram of a wireless
communication unit (sometimes referred to as a mobile sub-
scriber unit (MS) in the context of cellular communications or
auser equipment (UE) in terms of a 3"¢ generation partnership
project (3GPP™) communication system) is shown, in accor-
dance with one example embodiment of the invention.

The wireless communication unit 200 contains a trans-
ceiver having an antenna 202 preferably coupled to an
antenna switch and coupler arrangement 204. The receiver
chain, as known in the art, includes receiver front-end cir-
cuitry 206 (effectively providing reception, filtering and
intermediate or base-band frequency conversion). The
receiver front-end circuitry 206 is serially coupled to a signal
processing function 208. An output from the signal process-
ing function 208 is provided to a suitable output device 210,
such as a screen or flat panel display. The receiver chain also
includes a controller 214 that maintains overall subscriber
unit control. The controller 214 is also coupled to the receiver
front-end circuitry 206 and the signal processing function 208
(generally realised by a digital signal processor (DSP)). The
controller 214 is also coupled to a memory device 216 that
selectively stores operating regimes, such as decoding/encod-
ing functions, synchronisation patterns, code sequences, and
the like. A timer 218 is operably coupled to the controller 214
to control the timing of operations (transmission or reception
of time-dependent signals) within the wireless communica-
tion unit 200.

As regards the transmit chain, this essentially includes an
input device 220, such as a keypad, coupled in series via
signal processor function 208 through transmitter/modula-
tion circuitry 222 and a power amplifier 224 to a second
antenna 201. A coupler 212 and transmit antenna switch 203
are located between the power amplifier 224 and the transmit
antenna 201. The coupler 212 routes a portion of the transmit
signal output from the antenna switch 203 via feedback path
213 to baseband processing circuitry, for example located in
either transmitter/modulation circuitry 222 or signal proces-
sor function 208. The transmitter/modulation circuitry 222
and the power amplifier 224 are operationally responsive to
the controller 214.

As illustrated, a front end module/integrated circuit 205
may be used to house the various front end modules or com-
ponents or circuits, such as in this example receive antenna
switch and coupler arrangement 204, coupler 212, transmit
antenna switch 203 and other RF components (not shown).

The signal processor function 208 in the transmit chain
may be implemented as distinct from the processor in the
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receive chain. Alternatively, a single processor 208 may be
used to implement processing of both transmit and receive
signals, as shown in FIG. 2. Clearly, the various components
within the wireless communication unit 200 can be realised in
discrete or integrated component form, with an ultimate
structure therefore being merely an application-specific or
design selection.

Referring now to FIG. 3, an example of a transceiver archi-
tecture 300 of the wireless communication unit of FIG. 2 is
illustrated. The example transceiver architecture 300 com-
prises a transceiver module or integrated circuit 301 and a
front end module or integrated circuit 205. In this example,
both of the transceiver module or integrated circuit 301 and
front end module or integrated circuit 205 comprise transmit
and receive paths.

In this example, the transceiver architecture 300 comprises
a number of parallel transmit paths (Tx1-Txn) and receive
paths (Rx1-Rxn). For example, a first transmit path is a 2G
high bandwidth transmit path 320 comprising a low power
amplifier 322 within transceiver module or integrated circuit
301, a power amplifier 224 and a first front-end filter 302, for
example a low-pass filter, within front end module or inte-
grated circuit 205 to remove harmonic terms of the signal
output from the power amplifier 224. The output from the first
front-end filter 302 is input to a transmit antenna switch (also
denoted as “SpnT”) 203, which in some example may be a
silicon on insulator (SOI) antenna switch and in some
examples may be controlled by controller 214 of FIG. 2. A
second transmit path is, for example, a 3G low bandwidth
transmit path 325 comprising a low power amplifier 326
within transceiver module or integrated circuit 301, a power
amplifier 328 and a further (second) front-end filter, for
example a band-pass filter 304 within front end module or
integrated circuit 205 to remove harmonic terms and noise of
the signal output from the power amplifier 328. In one
example, the filter 304 may be implemented as an inductance-
capacitance (L.C) band-pass circuit. In a second example, the
filter 304 may be implemented as a inductance-capacitance
(LC) notch filter to remove unwanted harmonic terms.

In this example, the transmit antenna switch 203, which in
some examples is a SOI antenna switch, is illustrated as a
multiple-pole single-throw switch, supporting one or more
transmit paths with an output that is operably coupled to
transmit antenna 201 via coupler 212. A portion of whichever
transmit signal is passing through transmit antenna switch
203 is coupled off to a power detector path (Pdet) 330 and
input to a power detector 332 via feedback path 213. The
power detector path 330 may be used for transmit power
control and/or tuning of transmit filter 304 or 302.

In this example, the transceiver architecture 300 also com-
prises a number of parallel receive paths (Rx1-Rxn). For
example, a first receive path being, a 2G high band receive
path 340 and a second receive path being a 3G low band
receive path 345. The first and second receive paths 340, 345
are operably coupled to, and receive signals from, antenna
202 via areceive antenna switch, which in some example may
be a silicon on insulator (SOI) antenna switch, and coupler
arrangement (also denoted as “SPnT With coupling™) 310.
The front end module or integrated circuit 205 further com-
prises a first tuneable RF filter 306, for example a first band-
pass filter, in the first receive path and a second tuneable RF
filter 308, for example a second band-pass filter in the second
receive path to remove unwanted received frequencies (e.g.
out-of-band blocking or transmissions from other systems),
transmit noise, etc. In one example, the first and second tune-
able RF filters 306, 308 may be implemented as inductance-
capacitance (LC) circuits. The output from the first tuneable
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RF filter 306 in the first receive path and the second tuneable
filter 308 in the second receive path are respectively input to
low noise tuneable radio frequency (RF) amplifiers 314, 316
within transceiver module or integrated circuit 301.

In one example of the receiver operation, a test tone gen-
eration (TTG) path 335 comprises a test signal generator 312
arranged to couple a radio frequency (RF) test signal to, say,
the first receive path 340 or the second receive path 345 or
further receive paths. Notably, in accordance with example
embodiments of the invention, the coupling operation is per-
formed between the receive antenna switch and coupler
arrangement 310 and the first and second tuneable band-pass
or band stop (notch) filters 306, 308. In this manner, the use of
a TTG may be employed and directly coupled to one or more
of a plurality of receiver paths (Rx1-Rxn) to enable more
accurate frequency tuning of the first and/or second tuneable
RF filters 306, 308 and/or one or more of the low noise
tuneable RF amplifiers 314, 316.

Although examples of the invention have been described
with respect to low-pass or band-pass filters within the front
end module, it is envisaged that in other examples any suit-
able filters may be employed, for example band-pass, low-
pass or band-reject (notch) filters.

Although some examples of the invention have been illus-
trated in the figures with respect to use of single-pole N-throw
switches, it is envisaged that in other examples any suitable
switch or number of connected switches may be employed,
dependent for example on the number of transmit or receive
paths being supported, the architecture employed or the wire-
less communication standards supported.

Although some examples of the invention have been illus-
trated in the figures with respect to use of tuneable RF filters
or tuneable RF amplifiers, it is envisaged that in other
examples any suitable tuneable RF component may be
employed, dependent for example on the number of transmit
or receive paths being supported, the architecture employed
or the wireless communication standards supported.

Although examples of the invention have been described
with respect to supporting certain wireless communication
standards, such as 2G and 3G standards, it is envisaged that in
other examples of the invention any wireless communication
may be supported.

Examples of the receive antenna switch and coupler
arrangement 310 are illustrated further with respect to FIG. 4
and FIG. 5.

Referring now to FIG. 4, one example of an antenna switch
and coupler implementation of the wireless communication
unit of FIG. 2 is illustrated. As described with respect to FI1G.
3, in a first (normal receive) mode of operation, either of the
first and second receive paths 340, 345 are operably coupled
to, and receive signals from, antenna 202 via a receive
antenna switch (also denoted as “SPnT”") 406.

In a second (receive calibration) mode of operation, a test
signal generator 312 (which in some examples may be incor-
porated in signal processor 208) is arranged to generate a RF
test signal and couple the generated RF signal to, say, either or
both of the first receive path 340 or the second receive path
345 for receive calibration purposes. The coupling operation
in the example of F1G. 4 is performed via first capacitance 402
or second capacitance 404. In this mode of operation, neither
the first nor second receive paths 340, 345 are operably
coupled to, or receive signals from, antenna 202 via appro-
priate control and switching of the receive antenna switch
406. In one example, the appropriate control and switching of
antenna switch 406 may be performed by a signal processor
or controller, for example controller 214 of FIG. 2.
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In this manner, by routing the RF test signal via the first
tuneable band-pass filter 306 and low noise tuneable amplifier
314 in the first receive path and/or the second tuneable, e.g.
band-pass, RF filter 308 and low noise tuneable RF amplifier
316 in the second receive path, the test signal fed back to a
signal processing function, e.g. signal processor 208 of FIG.
2, may be processed. The signal processing function may then
be able to determine performance characteristics of the
respective receive path(s), such as determining a gain
response across a range of frequencies, for one or more of the
tuneable components in each path. The signal processing
function may then be able to subsequently adjust one or more
of the components that require adjusting via control signal
420 to optimise or improve their respective performance.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a further example of an antenna
switch implementation of the wireless communication unit of
FIG. 2 is illustrated. One example of an antenna switch and
coupler implementation of the wireless communication unit
of FIG. 2 is illustrated. As described with respect to FIG. 3, in
a first (normal receive) mode of operation, either of the first
and second receive paths 340, 345 are operably coupled to,
and receive signals from, antenna 202 via a receive antenna
switch 406.

In a second (receive calibration) mode of operation, a test
signal generator 312 (which in some examples may be incor-
porated in signal processor 208) is arranged to generate a RF
test signal and couple the generated RF signal to, say, either or
both of the first receive path 340 or the second receive path
345 for receive calibration purposes. The coupling operation
in the example of FIG. 5 is performed via appropriate control
and switching of a further switch (also denoted as “SPnT”)
510. In one example, the appropriate control and switching of
antenna switch 406 and/or further switch 510 may be per-
formed by a signal processor or controller, for example con-
troller 214 of FIG. 2.

In this mode of operation, neither the first nor second
receive paths 340, 345 are operably coupled to, or receive
signals from, antenna 202, again via appropriate control and
switching of the receive antenna switch 406. In this manner,
by routing the RF test signal via the first tuneable band-pass
filter 306 and low noise tuneable amplifier 314 in the first
receive path and/or the second tuneable, e.g. band-pass, RF
filter 308 and low noise RF tuneable amplifier 316 in the
second receive path, the RF test signal fed back to a signal
processing function, e.g. signal processor 208 of FIG. 2, may
be processed. The signal processing function may then be
able to determine performance characteristics of the respec-
tive receive path(s), such as determining a gain response
across a range of frequencies, for one or more of the tuneable
RF components in each path. The signal processing function
may then be able to subsequently adjust one or more of the
components that require adjusting via control signal 420 to
optimise or improve their respective performance.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a flowchart 600 illustrates a
method of self-calibration of a receiver and/or transmitter.
The flowchart 600 starts at 605 and moves to 610 whereby the
receiver and/or transmitter may be functioning in a normal
operational mode, for example receiving and/or transmitting
signals from the wireless communication unit’s antenna. In
alternative examples, the flowchart may skip this step and
initialise the receiver and/or transmitter by performing a
receiver and/or transmitter calibration routine upon start-up.
A determination is then made in 615 as to whether receiver
and/or transmitter calibration is desired or required. If no
receiver and/or transmitter calibration is desired or required
the process loops, for example back to 610.
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If receiver and/or transmitter calibration is desired or
required, then a radio frequency (RF) signal, such as a RF test
signal or transmit signal, is generated in 620. Appropriate
control and switching of one or more antenna switches (such
as SOl receive antenna switch 406) is then performed in 625,
with the test signal routed into one or more receive paths
without passing through SOI receive antenna switch 406 and/
or without passing to the antenna on a transmitter calibration.
The RF test signal is passed through one or more tuneable
components, such as first tuneable band-pass filter 306, low
noise tuneable RF amplifier 314, pre-PA tuneable passband
filter, first tuneable front-end filter 302, etc. In some
examples, the RF test signal may be passed through multiple
receive and/or transmit paths, either concurrently (to perform
parallel processing of the respective receive and/or transmit
paths) or consecutively (to perform serial processing of the
respective receive and/or transmit paths), and therefore
encompass subsequently routing the test signal through a
second set of tuneable components.

The test signal output from the one or more receive and/or
transmit paths is then processed in 630, e.g. by signal proces-
sor 208 of FIG. 2, and a determination made of the receive
path and/or transmit path tuneable RF component perfor-
mance characteristics in 635. A determination is then made as
to whether an adjustment of any of the tuneable RF compo-
nents is required in 640. In some examples, this may encom-
pass comparing the determined performance characteristic
with one or more stored performance characteristic, and iden-
tifying whether any difference (e.g. performance error)
between, say, an ideal performance characteristic and a mea-
sured performance characteristic exceeds a threshold. If the
difference is low or negligible, and the receiver and/or trans-
mitter tuneable RF component does not require adjustment,
then the process loops back to 610. If the difference is rela-
tively high, for example exceeds a threshold, and the receiver
and/or transmitter tuneable component does require adjust-
ment, then the tuneable RF component is adjusted in 645 and
the process loops back to 610.

In some examples, some or all of the steps illustrated in the
flowchart may be implemented in hardware and/or some or all
of'the steps illustrated in the flowchart may be implemented in
software.

Referring now to FIG. 7 an example of a transmitter archi-
tecture 700 according to an example of the invention is illus-
trated. In this example, the transmitter architecture 700 com-
prises a number of parallel transmit paths (Tx1-Txn). For
example, a first transmit path may be a 2G high-bandwidth
transmit path 320 comprising a low power amplifier 322, a
pre-PA tuneable passband filter, a power amplifier 224 and a
first tuneable front-end filter 302 within front end module or
integrated circuit 205. The first front-end filter 302 is arranged
to remove harmonic terms and noise of the signal output from
the power amplifier 224. The output from the first front-end
filter 302 is input to a low insertion loss (IL) transmit antenna
switch 703, which in some examples may be a silicon on
insulator (SOI) antenna switch and in some examples may be
controlled by a controller, say controller 214 of FIG. 2, as
shown.

A second transmit path (of multiple transmit paths) may be,
for example, a 3G low-bandwidth transmit path 325 compris-
ing a further low power amplifier 326, a further pre-PA tune-
able passband filter, a further power amplifier 328 and a
further (second) tuneable front-end filter 304, located within
front end module or integrated circuit 205. The second front-
end filter 304 is arranged to remove harmonic terms and noise
of the signal output from the power amplifier 328.
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In one example, the first front-end filter 302 and/or further
(second) front-end filter 304 may be implemented as an
inductance-capacitance (LC) with tuneable component band-
pass circuit.

In a second example, the first front-end filter 302 and/or
further (second) front-end filter 304 may be implemented as
an inductance-capacitance (L.C) with tuneable component
notch filter in order to remove unwanted harmonic terms.

In this example, the transmit antenna switch 703, which in
some examples is a SOI antenna switch, is illustrated as a
multiple-pole single-throw switch, supporting a plurality of
transmit paths with an output that is operably coupled to
transmit antenna 201 via coupler 212. In this example, each of
the transmit paths, prior to the transmit antenna switch 703, is
operably coupled to the feedback power detector path 213 via
coupling capacitors 702. In this manner, the transmit power
level prior to the transmit antenna switch 703 may be deter-
mined.

In addition, a transmit signal path within transmit antenna
switch 703 is selected, for example by controller 214, to route
a transmit signal from a particular transmit path through
transmit antenna switch 703 to coupler 212. A portion of the
selected transmit signal is coupled off to a feedback power
detector path 213 and input to a power detector and/or sec-
ondary receiver 732. The transmit signal output from coupler
212 to the feedback path (assuming that the coupling loss for
coupler 212 is accurately known), and thus applied to power
detector and/or secondary receiver 732, may be used to deter-
mine suitable settings for transmit power control and/or tun-
ing of transmit front-end filters 302, 304.

Thus, this example transmit architecture provides two dis-
tinct modes of operation. A first mode of operation allows
coupling capacitors 702 to route the signal from transmit
front-end filters 302, 304 to the power detector and/or sec-
ondary receiver 732 via the feedback power detector path
213. This allows the frequency and/or amplitude response of
the tuneable components to be accurately determined. In this
mode of operation, the controller 214 may be configured such
that the transmit switch is coupled to a non-transmitting trans-
mit path, thereby reducing a power level of the leakage signal
on the (being-measured) transmit path via transmit antenna
switch 703 and coupler 212, affecting the capacitively-
coupled signal measurements. The coupling capacitors may
be different values and may incorporate switch elements con-
nected thereto (not shown) in order to increase isolation
between the respective transmit paths.

A second mode of operation, routes a transmit signal via
the antenna switch 703, with a portion of the signal applied to
antenna 201 coupled via coupler 212 to feedback path 213.

In some examples, a transmit signal generator 714 may be
operably coupled to a plurality of transmit paths to provide a
transmit signal, for example a test tone or other suitable
signal, to a respective transmit path for calibrating one or
more tuneable RF components located within the respective
transmit path. The transmit signal generator 714 may be oper-
ably coupled to the signal processor (e.g. power detector
and/or secondary receiver 732) to enable the signal processor
to compare the test tone or other suitable signal applied to the
respective transmit path with a signal that has been routed via
the transmit path and the feedback path in order to determine
a performance characteristic change of the transmit signal
affected by the one or more tuneable RF component(s).

Referring now to FIG. 8, a further alternative example of a
transmitter architecture 800 according to examples of the
invention is illustrated. The transmitter architecture 800 com-
prises similar implementation details to the transmitter archi-
tecture 700 of FIG. 7, and therefore only new elements will be
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described in order to minimise obfuscation of the description
of this example. In this example, two transmit antenna
switches 806 and 810 of the front end module or integrated
circuit 205, are illustrated as a parallel arrangement of mul-
tiple-pole single-throw switches, supporting one or more
transmit paths. An output of transmit antenna switch 810
routes a selected alternative transmit path to transmit antenna
201 via coupler 212. An output of transmit antenna switch
806 routes a selected transmit path to power detector or sec-
ondary receiver 832 via feedback path 213. The coupling
operation in the example of FIG. 8 is performed via appro-
priate control and switching of both transmit antenna
switches 806 and 810.

In one example, the appropriate control and switching of
antenna switch 810 and/or further switch 806 may be per-
formed by a signal processor or controller, for example con-
troller 214 of FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 8, the first transmitter
320 routes a transmit signal on first transmit path through
antenna switch 806 to power detector or secondary receiver
832 via feedback path 213. The signal routed via feedback
path 213 (carrying the signal from the first transmitter in this
example) may be used for transmit power control and/or
tuning of transmit amplifier 322 and/or transmit filter 302 or
any other tuneable component. Notably, the controller 214
configures the second (or any other non-first) transmit path to
the antenna, thereby providing a level of isolation between the
first transmit path and the power detector or secondary
receiver 832 via an alternative (leakage) path. In this manner,
the isolation between ports of the antenna switch 806 plus the
coupler loss in coupler 212 reduces the leakage power from
the first transmitter via this path by a sufficiently large
amount.

In this manner, a test signal can be applied to the first
transmit path and routed to the power detector and/or second-
ary receiver 832 for calibration purposes, whilst the transmit
antenna switch is operably coupled to a dummy transmit path,
for example a transmit path that is unused at that time instant,
i.e. the second transmit path. In this manner, the transmit
power level prior to the transmit antenna switch 810 may be
determined.

As illustrated, transmit antenna switch 806 replaces the
(low capacitance value) coupling capacitive arrangement of
FIG. 7 and is arranged to route the transmit signal from a first
transmit path to the power detector and/or secondary receiver
832. In one example, the antenna switch 810 is selected/
designed to exhibit low insertion loss characteristics to mini-
mise loss of transmit power of the transmit radio signal pass-
ing therethrough. In one example, the antenna switch 806 is
selected/designed to exhibit low capacitance characteristics
in ‘OFF’ mode to maximize isolation when the transmit signal
is routed via transmit antenna switch 810 and coupler 212 for
power detection.

Referring now to FIG. 9, a yet further example of a trans-
mitter architecture 900 according to examples of the inven-
tion is illustrated. The transmitter architecture 900 comprises
similar implementation details to the transmitter architectures
700 of FIG. 7, and therefore only new elements will be
described in order to minimise obfuscation of the description
of this example.

In this example, the transmit antenna switch 910 comprises
a multiple-throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910 that is
again controlled by a signal processor or controller, for
example controller 214 of FIG. 2. The multiple-throw mul-
tiple-pole antenna switch 910 preferably exhibits low capaci-
tance and low insertion loss characteristics, to allow transmit
signals to be routed therethrough without unduly affecting the
transmit signal’s characteristics. The multiple-throw mul-
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tiple-pole antenna switch 910 is able to route a selected trans-
mit signal to the power detector feedback path 213 via either
adirect output from the multiple-throw multiple-pole antenna
switch 910, as illustrated, or via the feedback from the coupler
212. In this manner, a calibration of the transmit power level
can be determined at an output of the multiple-throw mul-
tiple-pole antenna switch 910 by selection of the appropriate
output path of multiple-throw multiple-pole antenna switch
910.

In some examples, such a transmit signal path may be used
when a test tone signal is generated for transmit path calibra-
tion. In this example and other examples, such a test tone may
be successively (or randomly) applied to various of the mul-
tiple transmit paths.

In some examples, signals carried on the transmit signal
path may be applied to a power detector for transmit path
‘power’ calibration, or applied to a secondary receiver to
enable power, phase, frequency and other signal parameters
to be determined and possibly corrected for with appropriate
tuning control of transmit amplifier 322, 326 and/or transmit
filter 302, 304 or any other tuneable component(s). In this
example and other examples, such a test tone may be succes-
sively (or randomly) applied to various of the multiple trans-
mit paths.

Referring now to FI1G. 10 a still further example of a trans-
mitter architecture 1000 according to examples of the inven-
tion is illustrated. The transmitter architecture 1000 com-
prises similar implementation details to the transmitter
architecture 700 of FIG. 7, and therefore only new elements
will be described in order to minimise obfuscation of the
description of this example.

In this example, a first feedback path 213 routes the trans-
mit signal being tested via one of the coupling capacitors 702
to the power detector and/or secondary receiver 1032. In this
manner, the adapted characteristics of the test transmit signal
routed via one of the transmit paths can be monitored and
possibly corrected for with appropriate tuning control of
transmit amplifier 322, 326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or
any other tuneable component(s).

In this example, a second transmit feedback path 1008 is
supported that routes a portion of the transmit signal being
coupled via coupler 212 to the antenna 201 to the power
detector and/or secondary receiver 1032. In this manner, the
adapted characteristics of the test or live transmit signal
routed via one of the transmit paths and notably taking into
account the performance characteristics of the antenna switch
703 and coupler 202 can be monitored and possibly corrected
for with appropriate tuning control of transmit amplifier 322,
326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or any other tuneable
component(s).

As illustrated, the first feedback path 213 and the second
transmit feedback path 1008 are input to a single-pole mul-
tiple-throw switch 1002, under control of a signal processor
or controller, for example controller 214 of FIG. 2. The
single-pole multiple-throw switch 1002 routes the selected
feedback signal to either the power detector and/or secondary
receiver 732. In this manner, a calibration of the transmit
power level can be determined at an input of the multiple-
throw multiple-pole antenna switch 703 or taking into
account the effects of the coupler 212 by selection of the
appropriate output path of the multiple-throw multiple-pole
antenna switch 703.

Referring now to FIG. 11 a still yet further example trans-
mitter architecture 1100 according to examples of the inven-
tion is illustrated. The transmitter architecture 1100 com-
prises similar implementation details to the transmitter
architectures 800 of FIG. 8, and therefore only new elements
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will be described in order to minimise obfuscation of the
description of this example. In this example, which uses the
multiple parallel transmit antenna switches arrangement, a
first feedback path 213 routes the transmit signal being tested
via a single-pole multiple-throw switch 806 to the power
detector and/or secondary receiver 1132. The single-pole
multiple-throw switch 806 is selected/designed to exhibit low
capacitance in OFF mode to provide effective high isolation
to any transmit signal passing therethrough. In this manner,
the adapted characteristics of the test transmit signal routed
via one of the transmit paths can be monitored and possibly
corrected for with appropriate tuning control of transmit
amplifier 322, 326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or any other
tuneable component(s).

In this example, a second transmit feedback path 1108 is
supported that routes a portion of the transmit signal being
coupled via coupler 212 to the antenna 201 to the power
detector and/or secondary receiver 1132. In this manner, the
adapted characteristics of the test or live transmit signal
routed via one of the transmit paths and notably taking into
account the performance characteristics of the antenna switch
810 and coupler 212 can be monitored and possibly corrected
for with appropriate tuning control of transmit amplifier 322,
326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or any other tuneable
component(s).

As illustrated, the first feedback path 213 and the second
transmit feedback path 1108 are input to a single-pole mul-
tiple-throw switch 1102, under control of a signal processor
or controller, for example controller 214 of FIG. 2. The
single-pole multiple-throw switch 1102 routes the selected
feedback signal to either the power detector and/or secondary
receiver 1132. In this manner, a calibration of the transmit
power level can be determined at an input of the multiple-
throw multiple-pole antenna switch 806 (or equivalently
antenna switch 810) or taking into account the effects of the
antenna switch 810 and coupler 212 by selection of the appro-
priate output path of the multiple-throw multiple-pole
antenna switch 810 and preferably isolating the same path in
antenna switch 806.

In one example, the antenna switch 810 is selected/de-
signed to exhibit low insertion loss characteristics to mini-
mise loss of transmit power of the transmit radio signal pass-
ing therethrough. In one example, the antenna switch 806 is
selected/designed to exhibit low capacitance characteristics
to maximize isolation when the transmit signal is routed via
transmit antenna switch 810 and coupler 212 to second trans-
mit feedback path 1108.

Referring now to FIG. 12, an additional still further
example of a transmitter architecture 1200 according to
examples of the invention is illustrated. The transmitter archi-
tecture 1200 comprises similar implementation details to the
transmitter architecture 900 of FIG. 9, and therefore only new
elements will be described in order to minimise obfuscation
of the description of this example.

In this example transmitter architecture 1200, employing a
multiple-throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910, a first feed-
back path 213 routes the transmit signal being tested via a
multiple-throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910 to the
power detector and/or secondary receiver 1232. The multiple-
throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910 is selected/designed
to exhibit both a low insertion loss and a low ‘OFF’-mode
capacitance effective to any transmit signal passing there-
through, and to maximize isolation when transmit signal is
routed via transmit antenna switch 910 and coupler 212 to
second transmit feedback path 1208. In this manner, the
adapted characteristics of the test transmit signal routed via
one of the transmit paths can be monitored and possibly
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corrected for with appropriate tuning control of transmit
amplifier 322, 326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or any other
tuneable component(s).

In this example, a second transmit feedback path 1208 is
supported that routes a portion of the transmit signal being
coupled via coupler 212 to the antenna 201 to the power
detector and/or secondary receiver 1232. In this manner, the
adapted characteristics of the test or live transmit signal
routed via one of the transmit paths and notably taking into
account the performance characteristics of the antenna switch
910 and coupler 212 can be monitored and possibly corrected
for with appropriate tuning control of transmit amplifier 322,
326 and/or transmit filter 302, 304 or any other tuneable
component(s).

As illustrated, the first feedback path 213 and the second
transmit feedback path 1208 are input to a single-pole mul-
tiple-throw switch 1202, under control of a signal processor
or controller, for example controller 214 of FIG. 2. The
single-pole multiple-throw switch 1202 routes the selected
feedback signal to either the power detector and/or secondary
receiver 1132. In this manner, a calibration of the transmit
power level can be determined at an input of the multiple-
throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910 or taking into
account the effects of the antenna switch 910 and coupler 212
by selection of the appropriate output path of the multiple-
throw multiple-pole antenna switch 910.

In some examples, the tuneable (illustrated as band-pass)
filters 302, 304 may be replaced by notch filters or band-stop
filters.

It is envisaged that the aforementioned inventive concept
can be applied by a semiconductor manufacturer to any inte-
grated circuit comprising radio frequency components, mod-
ules or circuits. It is further envisaged that, for example, a
semiconductor manufacturer may employ the inventive con-
cept in a design of a stand-alone integrated circuit device or
application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or may imple-
ment the any other sub-system element.

It will be appreciated that, for clarity purposes, the above
description has described embodiments of the invention with
reference to different functional units and processors. How-
ever, it will be apparent that any suitable distribution of func-
tionality between different functional units or processors, for
example with respect to the components or circuits residing in
either the front end module or transceiver module, may be
used without detracting from the invention. Furthermore,
functionality illustrated to be performed by separate proces-
sors or controllers (e.g. signal processor 208 or controller 214
of FIG. 2) may be performed by the same processor or con-
troller. Hence, references to specific functional units are only
to be seen as references to suitable means for providing the
described functionality, rather than indicative of a strict logi-
cal or physical structure or organization.

Aspects of the invention may be implemented in any suit-
able form including hardware, software, firmware or any
combination of these. The invention may optionally be imple-
mented, at least partly, as computer software running on one
or more data processors and/or digital signal processors or
configurable module components, such as field program-
mable gate array (FPGA) devices. Thus, the elements and
components of an embodiment of the invention may be physi-
cally, functionally and logically implemented in any suitable
way. Indeed, the functionality may be implemented in a single
unit, in a plurality of units or as part of other functional units.

Although the present invention has been described in con-
nection with some embodiments, it is not intended to be
limited to the specific form set forth herein. Rather, the scope
of the present invention is limited only by the accompanying
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claims. Additionally, although a feature may appear to be
described in connection with particular embodiments, one
skilled in the art would recognize that various features of the
described embodiments may be combined in accordance with
the invention. In the claims, the term ‘comprising” does not
exclude the presence of other elements or steps.

Furthermore, although individually listed, a plurality of
means, elements or method steps may be implemented by, for
example, a single unit or processor. Additionally, although
individual features may be included in different claims, these
may possibly be advantageously combined, and the inclusion
in different claims does not imply that a combination of
features is not feasible and/or advantageous. Also, the inclu-
sion of a feature in one category of claims does not imply a
limitation to this category, but rather indicates that the feature
is equally applicable to other claim categories, as appropriate.

Furthermore, the order of features in the claims does not
imply any specific order in which the features must be per-
formed and in particular the order of individual steps in a
method claim does not imply that the steps must be performed
in this order. Rather, the steps may be performed in any
suitable order. In addition, singular references do not exclude
a plurality. Thus, references to ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘first’, ‘second’, etc.
do not preclude a plurality.

Thus, an improved architecture and method of operation
therefor that supports multiple frequency ranges and/or mul-
tiple communication standards therefor have been described,
wherein the aforementioned disadvantages with prior art
arrangements have been substantially alleviated.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless communication unit comprising:

a transceiver;

at least one antenna port operably coupled to the trans-

ceiver via at least one antenna switch;

a signal generator for generating an RF test signal for

calibration; and

a radio frequency part of the transceiver that comprises at

least one tuneable radio frequency (RF) component;

wherein the radio frequency part comprises a coupler located
between the at least one tuneable RF component and the at
least one antenna switch for coupling the RF test signal to or
from the at least one tuneable RF component for calibration;
and when the coupler couples the RF test signal to or from the
at least one tuneable RF component for calibration, the at
least one antenna switch disconnects the RF test signal from
the at least one antenna port.

2. The wireless communication unit of claim 1 further
comprising a signal processor operably coupled to the radio
frequency part, wherein the signal processor is arranged to
receive the RF test signal output from the at least one RF
tuneable component and adjust the at least one RF tuneable
component in response thereto.

3. The wireless communication unit of claim 2 wherein the
signal processor is arranged to determine a performance char-
acteristic of the at least one RF tuneable component based on
the received RF test signal, compare the determined response
signal with a stored performance characteristic and adjust the
at least one RF tuneable component in response thereto.

4. The wireless communication unit of claim 2 wherein the
coupler comprises at least one radio frequency coupling com-
ponent arranged to route a signal to the signal processor,
wherein the at least one radio frequency coupling component
comprises at least one of: at least one capacitive element, at
least one directional coupler.

5. The wireless communication unit of claim 2 wherein the
signal processor comprises a power detector or a secondary
receiver.
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6. The wireless communication unit of claim 1 wherein the
at least one antenna switch comprises at least one of: at least
one single-pole multiple-throw antenna switch, a multiple-
throw multi-pole antenna switch.

7. The wireless communication unit of claim 6 wherein the
at least one single-pole multiple-throw antenna switch com-
prises at least one further single-pole multiple-throw antenna
switch arranged in parallel with the at least one single-pole
multiple-throw antenna switch.

8. The wireless communication unit of claim 1 wherein the
radio frequency part comprises a plurality of transmit or
receive paths each comprising at least one tuneable RF com-
ponent.

9. The wireless communication unit of claim 1 wherein the
radio frequency part comprises a transmitter operably
coupled to a signal processor, wherein the signal processor is
arranged to receive the RF test signal input to or output from
the at least one antenna switch and adjust the at least one RF
tuneable component in response thereto.

10. The wireless communication unit of claim 9 further
comprising two feedback paths operably coupled to a dual-
pole single-throw switch coupled to the signal processor.

11. The wireless communication unit of claim 9, wherein
the signal processor is arranged to determine a performance
characteristic of the at least one RF tuneable component
based on the received RF test signal.

12. The wireless communication unit of claim 11 wherein
the signal processor is arranged to compare the determined
response signal with a stored performance characteristic and
adjust the at least one RF tuneable component in response
thereto.

13. The wireless communication unit of claim 9 wherein
the signal processor comprises a power detector or a second-
ary receiver.

14. The wireless communication unit of claim 1 wherein
the at least one antenna port comprises a first antenna port for
coupling to a transmit antenna and a second antenna port for
coupling to a receive antenna.

15. An integrated circuit comprising:

a front end module having at least one antenna port oper-
ably coupled to a transceiver via at least one antenna
switch;

a radio frequency part of the transceiver that comprises at
least one tuneable radio frequency (RF) component;

an input port operably coupled to a test signal generator for
receiving an RF test signal for calibration, wherein the
RF test signal is generated by the test signal generator;

wherein the radio frequency part comprises a coupler located
between the at least one RF tuneable component and the at
least one antenna switch for coupling the RF test signal to or
from the at least one tuneable RF component for calibration;
and when the coupler couples the RF test signal to or from the
at least one tuneable RF component for calibration, the at
least one antenna switch disconnects the RF test signal from
the at least one antenna port.

16. The integrated circuit of claim 15 wherein the coupler
comprises a radio frequency coupling component comprising
at least one from a group of: at least one further single-pole
multiple-throw antenna switch arranged in parallel with the at
least one single-pole multiple-throw antenna switch; at least
one capacitive element; at least one directional coupler.

17. A method of calibrating a transceiver comprising at
least one tuneable radio frequency (RF) component and at
least one antenna port operably coupled to at least one
antenna switch via a receive path, the method comprising:

generating an RF test signal for calibration of the trans-
ceiver;
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coupling the RF test signal into a location in between the at
least one tuneable RF component and the at least one
antenna switch;
processing the RF test signal after passing through the at
least one tuneable RF component; and
performing calibration on the processed signal;
wherein when the RF test signal is coupled to the at least one
tuneable RF component for calibration, the method further
comprises:
utilizing the at least one antenna switch to disconnect the
RF test signal from the at least one antenna port.
18. The method of claim 17 further comprising determin-
ing whether calibration is required and generating a RF test
signal for calibration in response thereto.

10

19. The method of claim 17 wherein performing calibra- 15

tion on the processed signal comprises comparing at least one
performance characteristic of the processed RF test signal
with a stored performance characteristic.

20. The method of claim 17 further comprising, following
a performing of calibration, determining whether adjustment
of the at least one tuneable RF component is required and
making an adjustment in response to a positive determination.

18

21. A wireless communication unit comprising:

a signal generator for generating an RF transmit signal for
calibration;

a transmitter that comprises a plurality of tuneable radio
frequency (RF) components operably coupled to the
signal generator;

atleast one multiple throw multiple pole antenna switch for
receiving the RF transmit signal passed through one of
the plurality of tuneable RF components at an input port;

at least one antenna port operably coupled to the transmit-
ter via the at least one first output port of the multiple
throw multiple pole antenna switch; and

a signal processor operably coupled to the transmitter via at
least one second output port of the multiple throw mul-
tiple pole antenna switch for receiving and processing
the RF transmit signal;

wherein when the RF transmit signal is coupled to the one of
the tuneable RF component for calibration, the at least one
multiple throw multiple pole antenna switch disconnects the
RF transmit signal from the at least one antenna port.
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